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JACKSON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
SCHOLAR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES BID EVENT 

 
RFP# 2024-25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENT DATE 

Newspaper Run Dates 2 Consecutive Weeks 31 October and 07 November 2024 
Release of RFP 31 October 2024 
Mandatory Site Visit to Bus Garage From 31 October through 18 November 2024 12:00 Noon- By 

Appointment Only (Schedule through Southern Procurement) 
Pre-Proposal Conferences for Clarifications/Questions From 31 October through 18 November 2024 12:00 Noon - By 

Appointment Only (Schedule through Southern Procurement) 
Deadline For Written Clarifications/Questions 18 November 2024 4:00 PM 
Final Addendum to be Issued to Proposers, if Applicable 19 November 2024 
RFP, Proposal, and Documentation Due Date  19 November 2024 
Bid Date 21 November 2024 10:00 AM 
Pricing Review by JPSD As Determined 
Board Recommendation As Determined 
Board Meeting 
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PART I  
INTRODUCTION, INTENT, AND INTIAL INSTRUCTIONS
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DISCLOSURE: 
The proposals will not be opened to the public nor be disclosed to unauthorized persons prior to award of the 
contract.  However, after award of the contract, all bids shall be open to public inspection, subject to any 
continuing prohibition under disclosure of confidential data, which is designated as such in the bid.  (Consistent 
with state law and District policy).  The District may or may not conduct negotiations of technical aspects of the 
proposals and/or prices after reviewing all proposals submitted.  These negotiations will involve only bidders who 
submit bids, which fall within the competitive range. 

  

EXAMINATION OF SPECIFICATIONS: 
Bidders must satisfy themselves, upon examination of these specifications, as to the intent of the specifications.  
After submission of the proposal, no complaint or claim that there was any misunderstanding in regard to items 
listed for bidding will be entertained from either party. 

  

CONTROLLING LAW: 
The Contractor shall at all times observe and comply with all laws, ordinances, regulations and codes of the 
federal, state (MS Codes 37-41-1 through 37-41-57), county and other local government agencies.  The 
Contractor, in performing under this contract shall not discriminate against any worker, employee or applicant, or 
any member of the public because of race, creed, color, age, sex or national origin, nor otherwise commit an 
unfair employment practice. 

  

INFORMATION AND OVERVIEW OF THE JACKSON, MS AREA AND THE JACKSON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Acknowledge 

Yes No 
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1. INSTRUCTIONS TO PROPOSERS 
Acknowledge 

Yes No 

1.) Notice is hereby given that the JPSD will accept unpriced proposals for a multi year contract for 

scholar transportation service. The contract may be extended for an additional term if agreed 

upon by both parties and complies with and observes all provisions of the Vehicle Code and the 

School Code, as applicable, Mississippi Code Ann. Titles 37 and 63, respectively and all other 

applicable laws. Proposals should be submitted for an initial four year period, encompassing the 

2025-2030 fiscal years beginning 01 August
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The JPSD reserves the right to consider all relevant and reasonable criteria in selecting the successful proposer, 

which may or may not be expressed in this Specification description. While price is the single most important 
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4.) All buses or vehicles placed in operation by the Contractor, under this Proposal, shall be owned, leased, 
and managed by the Contactor. 

  

5.) Standby buses in number equal to fifteen percent (15%) of the regularly assigned route buses, meeting 
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18.) Prior to the commencement of services, and at the beginning of each school year, the Contractor shall 
submit a complete list of all vehicles to be used during the year to the JPSD. This list shall include:  

a. Name of Manufacturer 

b. Date of Manufacture 

c. Model 

d. Serial Number 

e. Scholar Capacity 

f. Such other data as the JPSD may request. 
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4.) The Contractor shall employ a qualified full-time staff to supervise provision of scholar transportation 
services under the approved Contract, including supervisory personnel to act in the capacity of no 
fewer personnel than a contract manager, dispatcher(s), safety and training supervisor(s), vehicle 
servicing specialists, and routing specialist proficient in utilization of the routing software. This list is 
intended to be a minimum guide, and not intended to be a hard and fast rule. All staff assigned to 
work with the JPSD shall be reasonably satisfactory to the JPSD. Supervisory personnel shall be 
available to the Superintendent or his/her designee on site at the bus terminal between normal hours 
of operation on each school day during the term of this Contract and they shall provide emergency 
contact information for after-hours emergencies.  Proposers shall address this section within their 
proposal. 

  

5.) Transportation vehicles shall not be operated by anyone other than a person holding the required 
license issued to him/her by the State and holding a school bus driver's permit issued to him/her by 
the State of Mississippi Department of Education. Drivers shall follow the normal and usual 
instructions and requirements of the State Superintendent of Education and 

  

6.) The Contractor shall be responsible for providing substitute drivers.   

7.) It is recognized that, for the protection of JPSD Scholars, drivers and all other persons coming in contact 
with the scholars must be of stable personality and of highest moral character. It is the responsibility 
of the Contractor, at a minimum, to pre-screen, with a background check, drug screening test and 
fingerprint screening in accordance with all applicable federal, State of Mississippi or local laws and 
regulation for regular route drivers, sub-drivers, monitors, and any and all personnel that have contact 
with the scholars. Bus monitors (aides) shall also be carefully chose based upon their character and 
ability to handle behaviorally and mentally handicapped persons. 

  

8.) Proposers shall supply a description of their hiring process and selection criteria of bus drivers and 
substitute bus drivers with their RFP. 

  

9.) The JPSD shall provide for the finger-printing of Contractor employees. The Contractor shall be billed by 
JPSD for the service. The current rate of finger-printing processing is approximately $40.00. 

  

10.)  The Contractor shall underwrite all costs incurred to provide qualified drivers. Such costs shall include 
all training, physical examinations, license and permit fees, recruitment and any other related fees. 

  

11.)  The use of tobacco products, alcohol or illegal drugs shall not be permitted by (a) anyone on the Fleet 
and (b) any of the Contractor's employees while they are on the JPSD property. 

  

12.)  Contractor agrees to promptly, courteously and continuously address any and all complaints or 
concerns brought to its attention by guardians, family members, JPSD staff, or other parties 
representing the interests of any Scholar; the Contractor must provide a weekly log of the same. 

  

13.)  Both parties shall come to an agreement as to how employees might transfer employment from 
Contractor’s employ to the employ of JPSD or vice versa. 

  

14.) The Contractor agrees to submit a list of proposed School Bus Drivers to the JPSD at least twenty (20) 
days before the start of each school year during the Term of this Contract. The JPSD shall promptly 
notify Contractor of any proposed School Bus Drivers to which it objects and the parties shall meet to 
discuss those objections. Additionally, the Contractor agrees to furnish, upon request of the JPSD, 
verification of criminal background checks on any of the Contractor's employees providing 
performance under this Contract. 
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6. INSURANCE 
Acknowledge 

Yes No 

1.) Contractor shall carry, pay for, and keep in force, with a company or companies licensed to do 
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8. CONTRACT CANCELLATION 
Acknowledge 

Yes No 

1.) In the event the contractor at any time fails to materially comply with, perform, and adhere to any 
part of the contract to be performed by the Contractor, its agents or employees, the Board may, at 

any time its discretion, terminate the Contract without penalty upon thirty (30) days written notice to 
contractor. Such event will be automatically deemed to have taken place if the Contractor fails to 
furnish at least 90 percent of the fully equipped and operating buses required by this contract. 

Following this notice, the Contractor shall be required to continue providing the se ices contained in 
this Contract for at least thirty (30) days and up to ninety (90) days at the discretion of the Board. The 
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10. CONTRACTOR NOT AN AGENT Yes No 

1.) The Contractors is not to be 
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16. INVOICING AND PAYMENT Yes No 
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K. Will your company train, license and certify in accordance with applicable laws and the rules and 
regulations of the JPSD and the State of Mississippi, JPSD employees to drive school buses if the JPSD so 
desires?  If yes, include the details of this program, requirements and cost to the JPSD as a separate 
attachment with your written proposal. 

  

7. SAFETY PROGRAM AND ACTIVITIES - Include with your RFP documentation of the school bus driver training 
and safety program.  Acknowledge all requirements to the right. 

Acknowledge 

Yes No 

A. 
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